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11 November 1857

Holland, Michigan

A report on the Holland Harbor improvements was published in De Hollander on this date. Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte was present at the meeting of 5 November. "The suggestions by Rev. A.
C. Van Raalte were listened to unanimously, and with enthusiasm."
In Dutch; translated by Nella Kennedy, March, 2005.

Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

[DE HOLLANDER, Nov. 11, 1857, p. 2]
HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS
In response to the call, a town meeting was held on Friday night, on the fifth of this month, in
Mr. Plugger's Store, with the goal to consider the improvement of the harbor at Black Lake. The
meeting was well attended and full of enthusiasm.
The meeting was organized by choosing Mr. A. Plugger as president.
After that it was proposed that Mr. J. Labots be appointed secretary.
Those citizens who attended made a number of remarks. All agreed that it was necessary to
proceed to action without any delay.
The suggestions by Rev. A. C. Van Raalte were listened to unanimously, and with enthusiasm.
At his proposal the president appointed a committee, which was ratified by those present. The
committee is composed of twenty of the principal proprietors of the town, who are authorized to
act, and whose duty it will be to lay the matter directly before the inhabitants of adjacent towns —
i.e. to construct the harbor — whose interests are promoted by the suggested improvement.
The assembly voted unanimously that it was
Resolved, that we will cease to merely discuss the matter, but that we wish to take action, and in
such a way that will ensure the completion of the work, and if possible [completed] by the time
sailing can commence again.
Everyone present there gave unequivocal approval to begin the intended harbor improvement,
and to continue do do so until the work is completed. This kind of support can leave no doubt
concerning the final good outcome.
Thereupon the president invited the twenty-member committee to meet on Monday night, the 9th
of this month, in the Old Store of Mr. Plugger, with the goal to devise the most suitable means to
execute the plan.
It was proposed to request the publishers of de HOLLANDER to publish the proceedings of the
meeting.
It was proposed to adjourn the meeting.
A. Plugger, President
J. Labots, Secretary
[Translated: Nella Kennedy,
March 2005]
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